




















Rufous-winged Sparrow

Che stamily Album

Family : Emberizidae
Article and Photos: Cindy Marple

The New World Sparrows are a very large and diverse family, with over 300 species
worldwide. Usually we think of sparrows as small, brown, streaked birds. However
this family also includes Juncos, Towhees, Longspurs and Buntings, many of which
are more colorful.

Many sparrows, like the Harris's and Rufous-winged seen here, have strong facial
patterns. These patterns, along with streaking on the breast (or lack of it) and relative
bill size, are field marks which will help separate many of the species.

Sparrows have conical, seed-cracking bills, but they eat seeds mainly in winter.
During the breeding season their primary food is insects. Nestlings are fed almost
entirely on insects. In general, Sparrows’ bills are much smaller than those of other
seed-eating families such as Finches and Grosbeaks.

They feed primarily on the ground, as compared to Finches which prefer to feed in
shrubs and trees. Towhees in particular are known for their characteristic double-
scratch when foraging through leaf litter, a behavior seen in the photo of the Green-
tailed Towhee.

Brewers Sparrow Green-tailed Towhee

The Desert Rivers' Nominating Committee members for
2008-2009 are: Harvey Beatty (hbeatty@cox.net), Walter

IMPORTANT MEETING NOTICE Thurber (wathurber@cox.net) and Karen Stucke
(kjstucke@gmail.com) If you have an interest in becoming a

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Desert Rivers monthly meetings are now held at the Page Park

Community Center Building in Gilbert at 132 West Bruce Ave.,
not the Regional Library. Meetings are again on Tuesday
nights, 7PM to 9PM, with doors open at 6:30PM. Our first Sept.
meeting saw nearly 70 people who enjoyed hearing from Liberty
Wildlife's Director, Terry Stevens, about bird rescue and rehabili-
tation, and Liberty's expansion plans for 2009.

The Arizona Field Ornithologists are excited to announce
the AZFO Bird Sound Library as a new feature of the AZFO
web site. The library consists of web pages of recordings of
Arizona bird songs and calls that can be played in your browser.
The library is made possible by the incredible generosity of
Pierre Deviche who donated 331 recordings of 260 species to
initiate the library. The library can be accessed by going to:
http://www.azfo.org/soundlibrary/sounds_intro.html

Note these features of the Sound Library compared to commer-
cial recordings: 1) Long recordings: most are up to 90 seconds

long. 2) Local dialects:nearly all recordings are made in Arizona.

3) Downloads: you can download and use the MP3 files for
noncommerical Purposes. Mike Moore, AZFO Photo Editor
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board member, or wish to nominate another person, please
contact a Nominating Committee member before March, 2009.

DONORS AND GIFTS

Our appreciation goes to the following donors who have given to
support a program or overall operating costs of the Desert
Rivers Audubon Society from June to August, 2008.

Bass Pro Shops for their donation of
faciliies and food for a Father's Day
Parking Lot Cook out that benefitted
Desert Rivers and for use of their meeting
room for Desert Rivers' Board meetings
each month in the Mesa/Phoenix store.

New Members

Pat Dutrack
Alicia Love
Bill Leggett & Peggy Booth
Karen Schedler

Thom Hulen

Tom Najbar & Lillian Perdny
Jamie & Leslie Bradford & family
David Despain
Jeanne LeSage

Katie Keeton



Check out Audubon’s Kids Page- they
have games to play, live bird cams,

and fun activities!

http://www.audubon.org/educate/kids/

Word Search
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All these words are about bird identification!

(Most are spelled backwards!!)

AGE,BEAK COLOR,BEHAVIOUR,BILL LENGTH,BILL SHAPE

COLOR PATTERNS,EYE COLOR,EYE RINGS,
FEATHER WEAR,FEEDING,FLIGHT STYLE,HABITAT,

PLUMAGE,POSTURE,SEASON,TAIL LENGTH,WINGSHAPE

KIDS PAGE

ARE YOU HATCHING AN EARLY BIRD?
Are you the parent or grandparent of a child who is showing interest
in nature, more particularly bird watching? Then we may have just
the club for you.

Last October a small group of children and parents started meeting
once a month over the winter to introduce the children to the enjoy-
ment of bird watching while giving them some of the skills they will
need to take this hobby further.

We meet at Gilbert Riparian Preserve (Gilbert Water Ranch) on the
3rd Saturday of the month from October to March. The sessions
usually last for about an hour and we meet early, 7.00 am to 7.30 am
depending on the available light. That, for most of the parents is the
hard bit but it does explain why we called the club the “Early Birds”.

The easy part is that it doesn't cost anything to join, we will provide
binoculars for the session, notebooks and hand outs. Each month
there will be a task for the children to undertake at home but the aim
is for the children to enjoy the experience so it is always an easy
task. The target ages are between 7 and 13 but younger children are
welcome though they will need to be able to write in notebooks.

At the end of the season we will arrange a special field trip to another
location to try out our new birding skills and enjoy a social occasion.
Last year we spent a very good morning at Boyce Thompson Arbore-
tum and followed that with a picnic.

Originally we imagined that the club would be for children only but
many of the parents enjoyed the mornings so now it is open to adults
as well, BUT YOU MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A CHILD!

We need to have permission slips, emergency contact numbers and
we need to know how many leaders and the amount of materials to
supply so it is important to register for the club.

If you are interested then contact me at joy.dingley@cox.net or 480-
419-9804.
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MONTHLY MEETINGS

Meetings are held at the Page Park Community Center in
Gilbert, at 132 W. Bruce Ave, on second Tuesdays at 7 to
9PM, September through May. Doors open at 6:30PM, and
everyone is welcome. Page Park is one block north of Elliot
Rd and one block west of Gilbert Rd, near “downtown”
Gilbert. See the DRAS website under “Events” heading for
listing of topics and speakers. Refreshments provided.

GILBERT FAMILY BIRDWALKS

The Gilbert Family Birdwalks are held every third Saturday
of the month from October to April, at the Gilbert Riparian
Preserve, located on the SE corner of Guadalupe and
Greenfield Roads, in Gilbert. (East of library) Walks run
from 8AM to noon,and depart every few minutes. We
provide loaner binoculars, expert leaders, childrens and
adult books, and there is no charge.

BIRD LISTSERV - RARE BIRD ALERT
Bird alert information for rare Arizona and New Mexico
birds can be obtained by subscribing to the bird listserv at
the Univ. of AZ. This is the most popular method in the
valley to know what rarities are in the area, and find out lots
of other birding information. To subscribe, go to
listserv@listserv.arizona.edu and in the message area
type: subscribe birdwg05 your name Do not put
anything in the subject area.

DESERT RIVERS BOARD MEMBERS

President....................... Mike Rupp mikerupp@cox.net
Vice President............... Carl Matthusen carl. matthusen@riomail.maricopa.edu
Secretary....................... Jan Stamm jansté8@aol.com
Treasurer....................... Janice Miano egret@cox.net

Membership Director..... Krys Hammers krys.hammers@cox.net

Publicity Director........... Cheryl Rexford CherylRexford@yahoo.com
Field Trips Director.........Charles Saffell marisaff@cox.net
Education Director..........Joy Dingley joy.dingley@cox.net

Programs Director..........C.Kirscher
Fundraising Committee

Conservation Director.....Don Farmer
Volunteer Director...........Marion Saffell
Hospitality Chair.............Evelyn Lewis

antclaudia@hotmail.com
mikerupp@cox.net
huntnhabit@msn.com
marisaff@cox.net
evinarizona@yahoo.com.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

We welcome your interest in becoming a member and par-
ticipant of Desert Rivers Audubon. Your membership dues
help support our outreach activities. You can join National
Audubon and Desert Rivers Audubon by downloading a
form from our website, and receive the bi-monthly Audubon
magazine. Most Audubon chapters also have a “Friends”
membership which entitles you to our quarterly newsletter,
and discounts.

Students / Seniors (65+) Membership ......................... $20.
Individual Membership.............cccoveeevveeeceeecireecineenenene, $25.
Family Membership...............ooeeeeeueeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeen. $40.
Corporate Membership...............cocceveveeeeeecvnierirseeens 3300+

What is the difference between a Desert Rivers
“Friends” membership, and National Audubon mem-
bership? National Audubon and chapters are separate
entities. All dues and gifts to Desert Rivers are used for
local programs. You can be a member of Desert Rivers and
also be a member of National Audubon simultaneously, or
become a Desert Rivers member without joining National
Audubon. You can even be a member of more than one
Audubon chapter at the same time, regardless of your
home address. If you are a National member, you can help
this chapter by designating Desert Rivers as your
“assigned chapter” by contacting : kvullis@audubon.org

Desert Rivers Audubon Society is a 501(c)3non-profit
organization incorporated in Arizona, formed to provide
environmental education and conservation opportunities to
valley residents and advocate for our environment. For
information on planned giving or bequests to the chapter,
please contact Treasurer Janice Miano at 480-946-1327

Newsletter Editor and Design : Michael Rupp, mikerupp@cox.net
Newsletter Contributing Photographer : Cindy Marple, clmarple@cox.net
Newsletter Contributing Photographer : Jim Burns, jpbaztec@aol.com

Printing : Can-Do Printers  602-233-1111
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