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M Presidents Message

By Krys Hammers, Presadent

Yourlocal patch is an area, maybe close to home, where you go birding often, where
you almast know in advance what birds are going 1o be there and exactly where and
when you're going 1o find them. | lead birdwalks at the Gilbert Riparian Presarve and
Veterans Oasis Park. Those are my local patches, but | should include my backyard,
i00. Actually my whole neighborhood, even my community, qualifies.

For those of you who are just joining us in our membership drive, you'll notice our
mission reflects our strong sense of community, which includes not just our East
Valley temitory, but also our state and beyond. Here it is:

‘Educating and inspiring our community to protect and
presenve birds, wildlife and their habilat”

Recently, a webinar series hosted by the National Audubon Society offered me an
opportunity to think deeply about what we do and why. | leamed that our vision is that
which we see on the horizon, a future we want to make a reality. Our mission is what
we do to get there. It hit me ke a ton of bricks. As a group we had mapped out our
path but had never articulated our ultimate goal.

And so, at this year's board retreat we spent some fime talking about our shared
vision. At the core is our passion for birds. We want fo see a word where people care
for birds, and that is the reason we offer so many educational programs.

But we also talked about the crifical state of our local patch. Unforfunately, the envi-
ronments we have crealed in our communities are not very sustainable for people or
birds. People move here from the Midwest and want to make the desert look ke
home, so they plant grass and famikar shrubs and trees — nearly all of it non-native.
Some home builders and homeowner's associalions mandate that a percentage of
the property is grass. The result is an unnaturally green suburban expanse ihat
wastes our precious water and fals to support the insects our native and migrating
birds need.

But native desert plants are beaufiful, and if carefully selected, provide blooms every
month of the year. A native landscape can satisfy our yeaming for color while remain-
ing authentic to the unique Sonoran Desert where we live. As we discussed this, we
began to hone in on our vision, By the end of the moming we had it

“An educated community that understands human
destiny is intertwined with nature”

On Movember 3 we present our Tih Annual Tour de Bird, an event that showcases
beautiful gardens full of plants that belong in our desert. At each home visitors find gar-
dening and birding experts to answer their questions. And each participant takes
home a frove of information to help them transform their unsustainable and inauthentic
yards into desert oases, This is also our only fundraising event of the year, so please
ptan to buy a ticket and attend.

Changing the landscape is a daunfing goal unless you break the task into manage-
able pieces. If all of us honor the desert in our own yards, pretty soon our comer of the
world will start looking a lot mare like home to the birds. You can help by encouraging
your family, friends, neighbors and co-workers to spend November 3 with us on the
tour, And, if you already have a native landscape in your yard, we would love to add it
1o the tour,

By the way, the local patch in my back yard is a lush desert landscape, where | have
birds and blooms year-round. During this spring’s migration | had a Common Yellow-
throat and a Green-tailed Towhee, who foraged in my yard for about a month before
they moved on north. | had a Wikson's Warbler; | had a Hooded Oricle and a
Townsend's Warbler — both new yardbirds for me. Please come and see it for
yourself, My home is one of the stops on the Tour de Bird. | hope that we will see you
soon in our local paich.
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June 11, 2018 - As | sit down to write this article, there is an
excessive heat watch in effect for the middle of the week. Summer
doesn't technically begin for 10 more days, but the first thunder-
storms of the monsoon are forecast for the end of the week. This
early taste of summer humidity and afternoon thunderstorms is
brought to us by Hurricane Bud, spinning off the coast of Baja Call-
fornia. Hope for rain in the desert springs eternal, even if it means a
hurricane for our neighbors down on the Baja!

It hasn't rained in Phoenix in three months. Our winter and spring
rains were a bust and it is dry, dry, dry. We are currently in the 21s
year of persistent long-term drought. Depending on the watershed
where you live, only seven or eight years have been wet since the
drought began two decades ago. Most of Maricopa County is in
extreme drought, as is almost three-quarters of the state. The north-
eastern part of the county has been classified the worst: exceptional
drought, a dire condition that covers 16 percent of the state. If you
Iike to bird the Mt. Ord area, you know what exceptional drought
looks like.

We are more than two inches below our average yearly rainfall for
the Phoenix area: we've had just three-guarters of an inch of rain so
far this year. Up north, Flagstaff received only half of its average
snowfall this past winter. The run-off in Lake Powell from the Upper
Basin states on the Colorado River is forecast to be the Gth driest
since the dam was built 55 years ago. And, forecasiers are predicting
below average rainfall this monsoon season. It is 5o dry in Arizona
that there are reports from La Paz County of creosote bushes dying
for lack of water. The creasote bush is one of the mainstays of the

* Sonoran and Mohave Desert plant communities. If the drought is
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For a more hands-on approach to the issue, stop by Desert Breeze
Park in Chandler on the second Saturday of the month and help us
keep the Hummingbird Garden ship-shape. You will see how desert
landscaping can attract birds and butterflies and look gorgeous. To
see some of the Southeast Valley's most outstanding low water use
gardens, plan to attend our annual Tour de Bird on November 3rd.
You will meet gardeners who are doing their part to combat the long-
term drought.

In the meantime, pray for a wet monsoon! For a reading list of
articles about the drought, see desertriversaudubon.org/conservation




esertPlantsiandlEmptyAContainers
Workiwith!Nature'tolCreate?Art:

All of us have at some point discovered long-forgotten caches of containers, various sizes, colors
and materials. Exasperated, we say - not again! But don't despair. Your odd-lot collection can
become an asset in your garden.

With a little creativity, we can come up with ideas for those containers, By filling them with a
proper soll mix and varied pebble stonework you can make a unique display of native and desert
plants. | think you'll soon discover your patio and garden areas are being visited with colorful birds
and butterflies fluttering among your patio plants and flowers.

Some helpful planting hints to keep in mind:
® Native plant varieties are generally easier to keep alive all year, even with our high summer
heat. Perennials grow and create seeds year after year. Annuals offer bright colors but must be
re-seeded for best results.

e Native plants are less sensitive to full sun and can be maintained on less water. Planted con-
tainers can be positioned or grouped to enjoy best sun or shade location for best growth.

It is important to create visual variety. Make an engaging display by varying plant colors and
sizes, and by mixing large, medium and small containers of different colors.

D AUDUBON AT HOME

Lynnette Allison

Draw attention with something tall placed
with something medium-sized, and

one or two smaller, more delicate vines or
flowers. Pair containers of different colors
and sizes. Use droughi-tolerant plants in
proper soil, keep their roots healthy by
providing for drainage with mounds of
pebbles or stones. Or, simply place an
upside can inside your planting container,

Elevation allows extra water to drain
away to the bottom.

Now, arrange your patio chairs and
tables for ease of friendly chats with
friends. Take time to admire your choices
of colors and shapes, and enjoy those
attention-grabbing birds and butterflies!
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While the 60 students lis 8
were extinct and others wam
student listed only nine bi
highest number fist by a st .-
30 birds. A few birds were namd{namratsly (seagull); most
were named generally (duck, sparrow and crow, for example).
Some very common birds were aimost overlooked: neither the
Eurcpean Starling nor the Common Grackle made the Top 60
species named.

Of the Top 30 most-mentioned birds, only three were specifically
named—EBlue Jay, Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon. Given the
New England location of Brown University, where Blue Jays are
common, vocal and visible, it's understandable why it topped the
list as the most-named bird. Our national symbol, the Bald Eagle,
did not make the Top 10—it was the 19th most-mentioned bird.

While some students associated some birds with their habitat or
behavior, a number of them associated birds with literary refer-
ence, such as Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird or Edgar Allen
Poe's The Raven. What struck Prof, Krech was the number of
students who associated birds with American cultural icons like
Woody Woodpecker, Toucan Sam of Froot Loops' fame, flamin-
gos as lawn arf, and cardinals with the baseball team in St. Louis
and football team in Phoenix,

Prof. Krech was interested in how modern college students
compare in avian bird knowledge with indigenous people still living
near the lands on which they depend for their livelihood. Unre-
markably, the liberal arts students paled by comparison in their
local avian knowledge. Prof. Krech considers his students impav-
erished in their knowledge of birds and their place in the natural
world—what Richard Louv calls “nature-deficit disorder.” Will
students, rich in cultural knowledge, but meager in natural history
information, be able to address and solve the huge issues facing
birds, particularly the current ongoing wave of extinction? Or will
they care?

Inspired by Prof. Krech's inquiries into general bird knowledge, |
devised an unscientific survey quizzing birders who participated in
some of my field trips from July through September 2017. Rather
than ask participants to list all the birds they know (how long
would that take?), the survey asked folks to list just five birds with
whatever associations they made with the birds they named.
There were 29 participants, three male and 26 female, mostly
decades older than college students!

.....

DIRDERSISNOW BIRDS =

BIRDASNOWLEDGESURVEY:

Birders' associations with birds fall into several categories. At least |
in this limited survey, there were no literary connections and only a
few cultural connections. The cultural associations included the |
comment that cardinals are on Christmas cards and the Rufous |
Hummingbird reminded one birder of Tony Sopran

Many cbservations mentioned bird behavior (39),
lack thereof (36), appearance (24) and habitat {20).
below.

Behavior: Birders noticed a variety of behaviors:
dig in leaves, Turkey Vultures and Red-tailed Hawk&mr, Gila
Woodpeckers like to sit on hummingbird feeders, Northern Cardinals
are found in pairs, and the Curve-billed Thrasher is a fast runner.

Viocalizations: Associations with vocalizations were quite varied:
Anna's hummingbird makes “a kissing sound,” a House Sparrow has
a “chip-chip voice,” a Gila Woodpecker sounds like a *squeaky toy,”
and a nuthatch says "yank yank yank!"

Appearance: In addition to general descriptions like “colorful®
(bluebird) and Yarge” (pelican), birders noted specific colors and
characteristics such as the quail's “hat,” the Northern Mockingbird's
long tail and the Snowy Egret's yellow feet.

Habitat: Birders definitely associate specific habitals with birds
they know. Acom woodpeckers like acorn trees at higher elevations,
Baltimore Orioles are found in the Eastern and Midwestern forests,
House Sparrows are where people are, and loons are on
Minnesota's lakes.

Most interesting though, and unmentioned by Prof Krech, were the
very personal associations and emotional responses birders have.
The cardinal was a childhood yard bird for one person, quail were
delicious according to another, a meadowlark reminded one birder of
her first home, and a kingfisher brought back memories of fishing
with Dad.

Emotional responses were rich and varied:

Several birders associated the word *happy” with birds. Does that
mean they make the birder happy or they seem happy to the birder?
Happy birds include the House Wren, Song Sparrow and Verdin,
Birders also labelled birds “beautiful,” including the Northern
Cardinal, Great Blue Heron, Westem Bluebird, Western Tanager and
White-breasted Nuthalch.

Grackles are “annoying” and House Sparrows are “obnoxious” in
some birders' minds. Our Bald Eagle was labelled *magnificent” and
our Golden Eagle “spectacular.” Birders considered an Ash-throated
Flycatcher “focused,” an ibis “cosmopolitan,” a Spotted Towhee
*eccentric,” and a penguin “cute.”

Continued on page 11



Jerry Lang

Did you ever wonder what all those different wading birds, ducks,
and other waterfowl were eating out there on the open waters and
mud flats of our desert wetlands, and why there doesn't seem to be
a lot of fighting over feeding temtonies? Many of the common shore
and wading bird species eat up to one-third of thelr weight in prey
every day. So, how does everyone gel enough to survive and thrive
a5 a species?

Ecclogists refer to “resource partitioning” as the way in which differ-
ent species divide up a common habitat into niches lo avoid compe-
tition with each other. These divisions of resources can be dietary
(feeding on different resources eg. phytoplankton, fish, molluscs,
efc.) aswell as spatial (same food from different locations in the
habitat) and/or temporal (same food and same locations but at dif-
ferent times or seasons).

Looking out over a wetland like the Riparian Preserve at Gilberl
Water Ranch, you will often see mixtures of wading birds including
American Avocets, Black-necked Stilts, Least Sandpipers, and dow-
itchers along with an occasional Greater Yellowlegs, Wilson's Snipe
or plover. Mallards, Northemn Shovelers, Ruddy Ducks, scaups, teal,
pintails, and other dabblers and divers search for morsels in open
water and on mud flats. The egrets and herons stalk the shallows for
fish or the nearby fields for insects and rodents while cormorants
spread their wings along the shore between deeper water dives.
Everyone is looking for dinner.

If you watch closely, you'll see that avocets swing their bills like a
scythe stiming up insects and small crustaceans in mud just beneath
the shallows. The Black-necked Stilts, often mixed in with avocets,
will be probing six or more inches into the mud beneath shallow
water looking for prey much deeper. Dowitchers will be using their
sewing machine-like probing in very shallow water while sandpipers
scurry along the algae-covered walter's edge.

Many of the wading birds that probe in mud and sediment have
Herbst corpuscles on the tips of their bills. These structures are
pressure sensitive and detect differences in water currents. Waders
such as dowitchers use these pressure differences to detect food
resources like small inveriebrates hidden in the mud. The process is
somewhat similar to echolocation, used in air by bats, which enables
birds to identify objects by retuming sound waves.

Rhynchokinesis is another adaptation used by some of the waders
with long bills, such as snipe, Dunlins, and avocets. Rhynchokinesis
allows the birds o flex the distal part of the upper bill upward inde-
pendently of the lower bill thus making it easier to open the mouth
with the bill inserted deeply into mud and sediment. This ability

presumably improves foraging efficiency by requiring less energy
during feeding and by facilitating faster ingestion of prey.

While many of the wading birds are skimming the water and mud
surfaces or probing into the mud and sediment below, herons and
egrets are grabbing and stabbing their prey. Snowy Egrels are active
in their pursuit of fish. They may shake their yellow feet in the water
to scare fish, or they may try chasing small fish toward shore where
they stab repeatediy at the corralied prey.

Great Egrets and Great Blue Herons use the slealthy approach to
catching fish. They may remain statuesque for minutes waiting for
the right moment to strike. These birds don't strike nearly as oflen as
Snowy Egrets, bul their
success rale is higher,
and they oflen calch
larger fish. Green Herons,
being relatively short-
legged, aren't that
enthused about wading —_— 3
around in water and getting their I‘eet wet Instead mer will uften
perch on emergent veg-elation or overhanging branches along the
shore to await their prey. These herons are also known for using
*bait," ie. dropping bits of leaves, seed pods, etc. on the water
surface enticing fish to investigate.

It looks like a duck and walks like a duck, is it a duck? Actually,
there's quite a bit of variation in the ways ducks look, and there's
even more variation in how they get dinner.

Ducks are usually divided into two broad, distinct groups -
dabblers and divers. Continued on page 11
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«may be onlya handful of pairs INCOsta Rica..Dieaming is unliuuht

_ edlythe only way we'll see.one on this trip.

. Around the next curve a gasp from Deva intersects with. Stephen s " _
stomp on the brake pedal. My eyes fly open as | pitch forward -
against the seat belt. I's raining. I've felt no deep ruts or high S
cobbles but, adrenalin surging, I'm expecting to see anather vehicla "1 *0
careening toward us head on as its driver and Stephen, both frying <~

. o avoid a 4x4 eating washout in the now mud slicked “road,” both
zig when one of them should have zagged. No. No, just a Taman-
: : . dua—-Tamandua mexicana or Collared Anteater—to be precise,
We're six hours out of San = A crossing in front of us. | know this is no dream because of the sharp
Jose, Deva and | are crammed o b pain where my cheek bone smacked against the dashboard. This isp .
into a small 4xd driven byan Costa Rical This is the Osal Theonly anteater I've ever seen is the

~ American guide we met six : _ | one in the comic sirip B.C. Deva is screaming for me to grab the
o _hours and sixty seconds ago, E
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~camera. Stephen is giving me his shit-eating ‘| told you so” grin.

e and we don't speak Spanish The anteater is now browsing through the waist high grasses a
& “ ‘although we're told he does. b ak e _ the shoulder of the road, paying us no mind, presumably looking
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tion. You're glad you're not an ant, and you want to run to it and give
it a big hug. It does, after all, look fluffy and furry. Then Stephen
«reminds us about the sharp claws for digging and Tammy (sure, we.
+ all anthropomorphize without apology, and we'll give wild animals
. human names) disappears into the jungle, not spooked, not really
_ interested in us too much at all.

Around the next bend we top a rise and the Golfo Dulce opens up.

- below us, Corcovado National Park, legendary and so tropical green;
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I'm not going to die). Been there, done that, most recentlyona =
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santa Barbara, but most particularly on camival filt-a-whirls.
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raffic—we could be on a different planet uniil we see a small stuffe .
animal a child has forgotten on the bench where Stephen tells usa S0
bus actually stops on schedule. A Roadside Hawk walches from a '”

' Joadside tree, another life bird. The Roadside is the size and _shapg-
-of our Red-tailed Hawk. It reaches the northern end of its range in
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-« bridge. Stephen, sensing our disease, ‘takes n'ne:,emnd half faster. |
glance at Deva, Her eyes are closed, her knuckles white.
Our destination on the Osa is Bosque del Rio Tigre, an ecolodge built,
« by hand from local materials by owners Liz Jones, an American, and ~

, :z,. her husband Abraham Gallo, a Costa Rican who goes by Abram. Liz
' and Abram's lodge, unlike many Costa Rican tourist destinations, .

totally deserves the ‘eco’ prefix because they are heavily involved in
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Doves of Our Desert: A Varied History

Rebecca Stephenson
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And of course, we cannot forget the planet's: o t Widespread
columbid: the Rock Dove. Now known.commionly’as City Pigeons,”
these birds were rare outside the seaside diffs of Europe before
people domesticated and distributed them worldwide in the 17th al
century. Most consider them a nuisance, but pure white Rock Doves
are coveled as ceremony release birds. They also have a powerful
homing ability, using the Earth's magnetic field, the sun’s position,

e 3 *ia ' ' Continued fo right
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;reate a native, bird-friendly yard from East Valley homeowners

Tickets

$20 at the door, $15 in advance, at Desert Rivers Audubon meetings, online at
desertriversaudubon.org, or at Wild Birds Unlimited - 2136 E. Baseline Road, Mesa.
Nominate your native landscape for the tour! Contact Krys Hammers at
Krys.Hammers@gmail.com

e ———

Doves  continued from page 9

and odors among other cues to return to their birthplace from
great distances. Testing the Rock Dove's homing has not only led
to significant discoveries about bird migration, but has saved lives
in both World Wars when birds carrying messages flew through
artillery fire to return home.

Love them or hate them, doves are part of our desert. As Kenn
Kaufman writes: “The Sonoran Desert would have a very different
sound if it were not for the doves.”

‘Rebecca Stephenson holds a Bachelar of
Science in Ecology & Evolutionarny Biology
and & minorin Plant Sciences. She travels
For birds, music, and cefestial events.”

Desert Rivers Field Trips

Aug 22 - 24, 2018 White Mountains with Kathe Anderson

We'll leave early on Wednesday morning, bird on the way to the White
Mountains, check out the multiple areas highlighted in AZ's Wildlife
Viewing Guide, and head back to arrive by dinner on Friday. Key sites
are lkely o include Tonto Creek Hatchery, Christopher Creek,
Woodland Lake, Luna Lake, Nelson Reservoir, Greer area and Sipe
White Mountain Wildlife Area. Difficulty; 1-2. The elevations can top
9,000°, Expenses include the hotel, meals and gas. Limit 8 partici-
pants. Contact  Kathe.cooti@cox.net

September 7, Glendale Recharge Ponds with Kathe Anderson
Expect to be hot—and hot on the trail of retuming shorebirds. Well
start from Scofisdale about Sam to arrive in Glendale before the sun
comes up. We'll prowl the wetlands hoping for the usual variety of
birds—mostly ducks, raptors and other water-loving species like black
phoebes, pipits and swallows, but we'll hope for an abundance of
shorebirds returning from points north. We'll find a cool indoor spot to
go over the list. Return to Scotisdale by 10am. Difficulty; 1-2. Limit 8
participants. Please reqgister at kathe.coot@cox.net.

September 19, 2018 Oak Flats and Timber Camp with Cindy
Marple. We'll head to some higher elevation to look for lingering
summer residents and migrants. We'll leave the East Valley early,
heading to Oak Flat first, then on to Timber Camp for the late moming
and picnic lunch. Return fo town mid-afternoon. Difficully 2, walking
on uneven terrain. Limit: 7 Contact Cindy Marple cimarple@cox.net

Continuwed on page 13 @



Where can you find a good dinner
Continued from page 6

around here?

Dabbling ducks (the ones you often see with their butts sticking
up in the air while feeding!) have legs positioned more under the
center of their bodies, larger wings for their body weight, and
smaller feet than do diving ducks. Dabbler anatomy allows them
to walk better on land and to land and take off in bodies of water
too small for divers.

Common dabblers include: teal, Mallards, Northern Pintails,
Morthemn Shovelers, and Gadwalls. These birds spend maost of
their time in shallow water feeding on aquatic vegetation and on
invertebrates suspended in the water column. Most dabblers have
50 to 70 lamellae, which are comb-like structures along the inner
edges of the bill. The ducks take water into the bill and force it out
through the lamellae that strain out small invertebrates and other
food items. Northern Shovelers with their oversized flat bills are
the "lamellae champions” with approximately 180 upper and 220
lower lamellae. Mallards, rather general feeders, have relatively
few lamellae. The edges of dabblers’ bills are soft since they often
find food by touch, and the end of the bill has a small hardened
and hooked structure used in prying and maoving items around.

Diving ducks such as Ruddy Ducks, Mergansers, scaup, Ring-
necked Ducks, Redheaded Ducks, and Canvasbacks have legs
situated far back on their bodies, which makes walking on land dif-
ficult. They have smaller wings compared to body weight, which
reduce drag when diving. They can also use their wings to
compress underlying feathers, thus squeezing air out before a
dive. Because of their smaller wings and heavier bodies, divers
need open water o build up speed for takeoff, whereas dabblers
can land and take off almast vertically. This difference in landing
and takeoff technique doesn’t play much of a role in separating
the two groups of ducks in larger bodies of water, but it makes a
significant difference in their ability to utilize prairie pothole habitat
during migrationfand or breeding.

A Ducks Unlimited study showed diving ducks sharing a
common body of
water, exploiting
food resources non-
competitively. The
study included
Canvasbacks Red-
heads, and Lesser
Scaup. Canvas-
backs fed on snails
and immature
aquatic insects near
the bottom of open
and deeper water,

The Redheads, more generalist feeders, foraged in shallow open
water areas close to shore. Lesser Scaups, with their ability to strain
small crustacean from the water, fed in the deeper water column
above the Canvasbacks,

There are almost as many ways of finding dinner in and around
wetlands as there are weiland-associated birds. We've discussed a
few but haven't even touched on grazing Canada Geese and
Wigeons, omnivorous land-feeding Sandhill Cranes, acorn-gating
Wood Ducks, or root and tuber eating Lesser Snow Geese. The
diversity in food preferences and in the adapted methods of abtain-
ing food with minimal direct competition is truly a testament to fine-
tuned evolutionary behavior,

Jerry Lang is a nafve Ohican with a PhD in enfomology from The
Dhio State University, Served in USAF as a medcal i
for 21 years before working 23 an envionmental scientist for an
architectural, engineering and planning firm in Deyton, OH for 16
years. Now retired and Inang in Muskegon, M| near family and have
done freslanon wriling over e past 10 years,

HDW Birders Know Birds Continued from page 5

These personal associations and emotional reactions may be what
it takes for a child or a student or anyone to care about birds. Maybe
we're the ones, not college students, who hold the future of birds in
our hands.

What can we do? Qur membership in the Desert Rivers Audubon
Society indicates that we indeed care about birds. But each of us
can do mare. There are calls to action in most of the Desert Rivers
Audubon newsletters—to write, call and email your political repre-
sentatives about conservation issues. t's important to make our
voices heard! We could also introduce a child or a friend to birds and
birding. Each of us could do better to conserve fuel, water and
resources. Reduce, reuse and recycle are still good goals. Can we
each find a bit of time, even just a few hours In a year, to volunteer
for Desert Rivers Audubon or other conservation agencies or
causes? The more volunteers who are active, the more these impor-
tant organizations can reach others. And of course, we can donate
to conservation organizations! Our support helps fund vital research,
outreach and programming.

Birders know birds—intimately and passionately! Let's use that
connechion to help birds—and the planet.

Kathe is an awd birder, having led
hundreds of field frips and taught dozens of
hands-on birding-related classes for indi-
viduals, conservafion organizations, festi-
vals, private groups, and life-fong learning
programs. She loves sharing her passion
with others.




Arizona Sightings

Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea),
Gilbert Water Ranch Riparian
Preserve, Maricopa County. This Little
Blue Heron was found and phofographed
by Tracy Sutier on 10 May 2018 and pho-
tooraphed by Chris Rohrer on 12 May
2018, Casual late spring and summer
visitor, this is apparently the first one in
the state since 2013. The only other all
dark heron is the larger Reddish Egret.
Adult Reddish Egrethas thicker, redder,
shaggier neck and a pink and black bill
Immatre Reddish Egret s mome
mmhandladssmesmwhmhred gray and black bill

Baltimore Oriole (lcterus galbula), Meteor
Crater, Coconino County. This Balfimore
Oricle was found and pholographed by Jason
Wilder on 06 May 2018. A rare migrant in the
state but possibly increasing, and remaoved from
the review list in 2015. Though very similar 1o a
Bullock's Oricle, nate that the brighest orange is
on the chest and the face &5 cast with a
browrish colar,

Elegant Tem (Thalasseus elegans), Amado
Wastewater Treatment Pond, Pima County.
This Elegant Tem was found by Karen Kluge
and Temy Rosenmeier on 01 May 2018 and
photographed by Temy on the same daie.
Casual in Arzona, with 14 accepted state
records and a few additional records pending.
Most records ane from the Tucson area.
Elegant Tem is distiguished from Royal Tem by
the long, drooping bill, usually orangish at the
fip, and by the longer more extensive shaggy
crest. It differs from Caspian Tem in the long
crest, thin bil and white undersides to the wingtips. Larger than Forster's or
Common Tem with a shaggy crest and diffierent bare parts color and shape.

Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis),

Solar Power and Water Ponds, Yuma =
County. This Long-taed Duck was found = st
and photographed by Brian Johnson on 04

Aprl 2018. Rare o casual in Anzona,
possible first county record for Yuma
County. Appears o be a female; mid-sized =
duck with dark back, broad white sides, .

Slate-throated Redstart (Myioborus miniatus),
Pinery Canyon, Chirichuas , Cochise County.
W This Slate-throated Redstart was found by Kyle
S 4 Lima, Christopher Gilbert, James Heuschkel, and
o4 Zachardy Loman on 13 April 2018 and photo-
i ¥ graphed by Kyle on the same date. First 2018
.~ sighting of this species at the site where at least
AT 28 one bid was present in 2016 and 2017
Smnwhmd Sm:hlpu‘ (Calidris
pusilla), Gilbert Water Ranch, Maricopa
County. This Semipaimated Sandpiper
was found and photographed by Pieme
Deviche on 10 Apnl 2018 and phoio-
graphed by Sean Fitzgerald on 11 Aprd
2018, Only the second record for the heavily
birded Gilbert Water Ranch (based on eBird
reports).

More detailed informafion can be found on the Documentation page of
the Arizona Field Crmithologists at : azfo.ong

Fan-tailed Warbler (Basileuterus lachry-
mosa), Whitetail Canyon, Chiricahua
Mountains, Cochise County. This Fan-
tailed Warbler was found and

by Rick Taylor on 13 April 2018 and photo-
graphed by Marca Moore-Craig on 13 April
2018, by Chris Rohrer on 14 April 2018, by :
Chris McCreedy on 15 Apnl 2018, and by . ' ok
Stuart Healy on 16 April 2018, There are fen pmramq:had remﬂs ﬁ:wﬁnmna

Rufous-capped Warbler (Basileuterus rufi-
frons), Hunter Canyon, Cochise County,
This Rufous-capped Warbler was photo-
graphed by Bamy McKenzie on 07 April 2018.
There are ~30 accepted records of Rufous-
capped Warbler for Arizona, including observa-
tions of muliiple birds and nesting attempis,
and numerous pending reports. Some sites
Masm“hmhmmdwmmmmmmmlﬁ

Red Warbler (Cardellina rubra), Rose
Canyon Campground, Santa Catalina Mts.,
Pima County. This Red Warbler was found by
Janet Stein and Janet Moore on (9 Aprl 2018
and photographed by Dave Stejskal and Andy
Bayce on the same day. Red Warbler is a
Mexican endemic species that cecurs in the
i mountains of both easten and westem

Mexdco. The gray (black) cheeked subspecies
omusnotmmanaaslnaslwahaardsw Chihuahua while the white-chesked
subspecies group occurs in central and southem Mexdco. If accepted by the ABC,
this would constitute the first record of this species in Arizona and the LLS.

Tufted Flycatcher (Mitrephanes phacocer-
cus), Madera Picnic Area, Pima County. This
Tufted Fiycatcher was found and photographed
by Richard Fray on 26 March 2018
First record for Pima County and the Santa Rita
Mountains. Elsewhere in the state there are three
accepted records of Tufled Flycatcher scattered
across the state.

-

Tufted Flycatcher (Mitrephanes phasocer-
cus), Carr Canyon, Cochise County. This
Tufted Flycatcher was found by Stuart Healy
and Brad Sulentric on 08 March 2018 and
photographed by Donald Sutherland and
Bamy McKenzie on 03 March 2018, Two
reported together in the Reef Township Camp-
ground, likely retuming birds. There are three
accepted records of Tufled Flycatcher in
Arizona scattered across the state.

Carolina Wren (Thryothorus ludovicia-
nus), Patagonia Lake State Park, Santa
Cruz County, This Carolina Wren was found

by Matt Brown on 07 March 2018 and photo-
graphed by Mary Lambright on 07 March
2018, by Andrew Core on 08 March 2018 and

by Mark A. Brogie on 09 March 2018. Arizona
has four accepted records (and another sub-
mitted), if accepted this is a potential first for l
Santa Cruz County.




See DRAS website calendar for more comprehensive information. Register for field trips by emailing our Field Trip Director
Gwen Grace al gwengellen@grall.com , or the Irip leader.

Monthly Speaker Series

Monthiy Speaker Series programs are held at the Southeast
Regional Library at the southeast comer of Greenfield and Guadalupe
Roads in Gilbert. Browse our book table for the latest birding guides
and more! Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the program starts at 7 p.m,
Watch the DRAS calendar on our website for announcements of
future speakers

September 11; Cormorants -Larisa Hardin

Bird surveys in Arizona show a significant increase in the number of
cormorants over the past decade, but little is known about how they
are distributed across the landscape or how they impact native and
spori fish populations, Biologist Larisa Hardin has led the cormorant
studies in her position as the Terrestrial Research Program Manager
at the Arizona Fish and Game Department.

October 9: Landscaping for Wildlife - Jack Gilchrist

Residential landscapes can be home for both humans and wildlife and
help mitigate the loss of wildlife habitat as lands transition from natural
to urban. Landscape architect Jack Gilchrist will cover the basic prin-
ciples of landscape design and maintenance with an emphasis on
enhancing wildlife habitat in then Sonoran Desert. A list of recom-
mended plants for Phoenix Metro landscapes will be provided. Jack
has over 45 years' experience as a landscape architect. He holds a
Bachelor of Science degree in Landscape Architecture and a Master of
Science degree in Environmental Resources and is a registered land-
scape architect in the States of Arizona and California.

November 13: The Crested Caracara in Arizona - Rich Glinski
The Crested Caracara is readily visible in the agriculiural fields of the
Santa Cruz Flats south of Casa Grande during the winter months. With
over 100 birds commonly observed daily in December and January,
Rich Glinski has studied raptors in Arizona and the West for the past
50 years, publishing several books and numerous scientific and
popular articles on raptors and their environs.

December 11: A Love Affair with Vultures - Dave Manning

Dave Manning, a birder for aver 50 years, fell in love with vultures at
age 65 when he stumbled upon a small Turkey Vulture chick peeking
from its nest cave. He will talk about the three vultures of North
America, and his Turkey Vulture book will be available for signing.

A native of British Columbia, Canada, Dave says he has been “Mather
Nature’s Son” for all his life and a naturalist for 50 years.
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0 Field Trips T

Pleass check out all field trips on the DRAS Calendar page on the DRAS
website: desermversaldubon.ongicalendar

Additional field trips are listed on page 10

October 25, 2018 Payson and area with Kathe Anderson

We'll leave Fountain Hills about 6 am to arrive in Payson about 7. We'll
explore pands and parks that have been fruitful in the past for ducks,
meadowlarks, bluebirds, woodpeckers, nuthatches, and more. Wrap
up about 1:30pm, to return to Fountain Hills about 2:30. No entrance
fees at this time. Bring a sack lunch. Limit 8. Difficulty 1. Please
register with Kathe Anderson at kathe.coot@cox.net.

November 16, 2018 Neely Ranch/Freestone Park. Neely Ranch, a
once-reliable site for all sorts of waterfowl, waders, desert birds and
occasional rarity. We'll meet in the Gilbert area about 7:30am, check
out the Ranch, then wander over o nearby Freestone Park to see if
the lovebirds and winter waterfowl show up. Wrap up about 10ish.
Limit 8. Difficulty 1. Please register with Kathe Anderson at
kathe.coot@cox.net.

November 28, 2018 Fountain Hills Lake and Botanical Garden
with Kathe Anderson. \We'll meet about 7:45am in Fountain Hills, to
bird at the Botanical Garden, with the hope of catching the commen
desert birds there before moving onto the lake, where we should geta
varnely of waterfowl, plus possible waders, shorebirds and surprises.
We'll wrap up about 10:30am in Fountain Hills. Limit 8. Difficulty 1-2
(uneven surfaces at the Garden). Please register with Kathe Anderson
at kathe.coot@cox.net.

December 67 Wilcox/Whitewater Draw/Slaughter Ranch with
Kathe Anderson. This frip is designed to fake in a few productive
spots on the way to Douglas (probably Sweetwater Wetlands, St.
David Monastery and Whitewater Draw), overnight in Douglas, then
head out early to enjoy the drive into Slaughter Ranch and the various
habitats there for @ moming of birding. Emphasis on waterfow! and
wintering birds, including hawks and sparrows, and desert species.
Return to Phoenix Gish. Limit 8. Difficulty 1-2 {long days!). Please
register with Kathe Anderson at kathe.coot@cox.net.

Larry & Anita Morgan Camille Heniger
Terry West Robin Spencer Mary McSparen
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Anne Leight

One of the challenges facing all birders is leaming the key differences between two species which appear very similar and are found
in the same habitat. Some species, such as Loggerhead and Morthern Shrikes, are not likely to appear in the same area. But for
other “twins,” if you can remember just a few identification tips, you will soon be able to figure out which is which. With practice, your
identifications will become virtually subconscious! Here are some species which are commonly mistaken for one another, all found at
the Riparian Preserve at Gilbert Water Ranch. The hawks will allow you to practice disceming two look-alikes when perched.

The Young Birders Club meets on the third Saturday of the manth, October through April, at the Riparian Preserve, 2757 E Guadalupe Road, Gilbert,
Children receive a notebook and may borrow binoculars, Parents are welcome. For start times and other information, see desertriversaudubon,ora/kdds-
club or contact Anne Lelght at birdannabelleizhotmall com.
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Desert Rivers Audubon envisions...
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N EDUCATED COMMUNITY THAT UNDERSTANDS
T :l; i DESTINY IS INTERTWINED WITH NATURE.

mﬂd become & member making ourvision a realty. - /
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Membership in Desert Rivers Audubon Sc.meay helps support Dur :
chapter's oulreach activities and operating costs” Annual membership S
entitles you to our quarterhy magazine, priority status for field tnps and =

events, and discounts on products and services. See ”‘! S “\q

desertriversaudubon.org/membership S8 I e ; ’ﬁ . e TE
Students/Senior (65+) $25 "% Individual ® $30 888 S AR B = . — 3
Senior Couples ®88#% 840 Family =~ $50 SR TRE i

= Corporate® £300+

entities. All Desert Rivers Audubon dues are dedicated io local programs,
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may assist this chapter by designating Desert Rivers (Chapter B08) as
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